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Vote for Alston Opens Assembly 


DALLAS, Texas — Election of 
President Wallace M. Alston of Agnes 
Scott College as moderator opened 


the 101st General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., at High- 
land Park church here. 


Dr. Alston was elected on the first 
ballot with 261 votes. He was nomi- 
nated by ex-moderator Phillip Hower- 
ton, with the seconding speech made 
by David M. Currie. 


The new moderator was minister at 
the Druid Hills church, Atlanta, Ga., 
before joining the staff of the wom- 
en’s college in nearby Decatur. 


Also nominated were Dr. William 
Childs Robinson, professor of church 
history at Columbia Seminary, De- 
catur, and Dr. James A. Jones, presi- 
dent of Union Seminary, Richmond. 
Presenting the name of Dr. Robinson 
was Carl W. McMurray, with the sec- 


onding speech made by U. S. Gordon. 
Charles C. Tally nominated Dr. Jones, 
seconded by E. V. Ramage. 


During the tabulation of the vote 
three rsolutions were introduced. The 
first, introduced at the behest of Ashe- 
ville Presbytery by Ben F. Ormand, 
requested the Assembly to take a 
stand on the principal of separation 
of Church and State, respecting Fed- 
eral aid to parochial and private 
schools. 


By a slim two-vote margin a reso- 
lution dealing with the denomina- 
tion’s relations with the National 
Council of Churches was tabled 
(and killed). The vote was 250- 
248. 


The resolution on the NCC, intro- 
duced by Vernon Patterson of Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery, asked the Assem- 

(Cont. to p. 20, col. 3) 


$3.00 A YEAR 


In seconding the nomination of Wallace M. Alston for 
moderator, David Currie made this observation: ‘“Wal- 
lace Alston has not come to this meeting with any votes 
in his pocket. This Assembly will not allow the graduates 
of his institution (a woman’s college) to vote in its de- 
liberation.” 


In Dallas: 








IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT— 
Subscribers to the Journal who expect 
to have a changed summer address 
should notify the business office in 
Weaverville so that your paper may 
follow you to the summer address. 
This especially applies to seminary stu- 
dents. 





Several weeks ago we reported the 
suggestion of British Cardinal God- 
frey that the family pets should join 
the household in Lenten fasting. RNS 
now reports that Family Fast Day in 
Britain this year brought in more than 
$42,000, an all-time record high. No 
small part of the increase is attribut- 
ed to the sacrifices made by family 
pets. According to RNS, after the 
Cardinal’s letter appeared, he “re- 
ceived a five-pound note by mail from 
South Devon, with a note saying it 
came from ‘a pampered poodle.’ Then 
came one pound from Smokey, a cat 
in Wimbledon, London. Other dona- 
tions from cats and dogs followed.” 





Also from London comes an an- 
nouncement by “an eminent British 
physician,” a Dr. Lucas, that “he is 
convinced that man must have alcohol 
or tranquilizers to survive in today’s 
jet age.”’ Modern man, according to 
Dr. Lucas, cannot do without drink 
and drugs in our so-called civilized 
world. As we recall in other hectic 
times the formula was, wine, women 
and song. 





Every once in a while a book comes 
along that is especially worth men- 
tioning. Such a book is WE WOULD 
SEE JESUS, by R. Hession, Christian 
Literature Crusade, Fort Washing- 
ton, Pa. A paperback, here is some- 
thing for $.50 that is equally good 
for reading and group discussion. The 
preface announces: “This is a book 
that seeks to be about the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself.” It is. And it will 
make Him real to you. We have some 
copies in the Weaverville book store. 


# Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 


: Arthur H. Matthews 
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MEXICO — The L. J. Coppedge 
Nurses School located at the Presby- 
terian hospital “La Luz” in Morelia 


Bible Emphasis, More Evangelical Studies Backed 


On Immigration— 


‘Consultation’ of NCC 
Blasts Quota System 


(Editor’s Last week, in 
“Across the Editor’s Desk,’”’ we men- 
tioned a consulation planned by the 
National Council of Churches on U. S. 


note: 





GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — “Bring 
the Bible Back to the Heart of Amer- 
ica” will be the theme of a nation- 
wide campaign approved by delegates 
to the 19th annual convention of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
here. Establishment of a theological 
study committee composed of lead- 
ing evangelical scholars was also au- 
thorized at the convention. 


5 has graduated its largest class in his- Immigration policy, and commented : 
on aa whom are the first six that this would likely provide still Some 40 conservative Protestant de- 
students to complete a post-graduate further cause for concern about the nominations, as well as independent 
, course in obstetrics. NCC. Well here it is. See p. 8.) 7 a on = bey 
J e = 
The 21 graduates received diplomas WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — vides cooperative services for member 
) in ceremonies held before the governor Sharp criticism of this country’s im- organizations with offices of Evangel- 
of the state of Michoacan. The Pres- migration law was in a “summary of ism, International Relations, Foreign 
byterian school has been affiliated concerns” adopted by church workers Missions, World Relief and other areas 
l with the National University of Mex- who participated in the National Con- of Christian concern. 
ico City for the past seven years. Di-  sultation on Immigration Policy in the The Bible campaign will be a three- 
rector of the school is Dr. J. Hervey  U. S. here. , 
3 Ross, a Presbyterian, U. S., missionary fold program extending through 1962 
nnn oat ‘ “We are critical and ashamed,” the to encourage family Bible reading, a 
* * * & statement said, “of the present basis return to Bible exposition in evangeli- 
+ Included in the publishing plans of 0f our quota system resting upon the cal preaching, and public Bible reading 
El Faro, publishing agency of the ational tg of our pret ape in at least 100 major U. S. cities. 
Nati i . tion as per the census of 1920, an 
ag : ta of ae ee strongly urge the abandonment of that SERMON AWARD 
musie edition of the hymbook, a Span- System or a drastic revision of it in a Dr. Arnold T. Olson of Minneapolis, 
3 ish translation of John Calvin Reid’s ‘direction which will exclude any ra- president of the Evangelical Free 
book, “We Knew Jesus” by Dr. James cial or regional discrimination.” Church of America, is chairman of the 
) Boyce, Presbyterian, U. S., mission- The two-day consultation was co- committee which will implement the 
ary, study books ass Spanish by Dr. W. sponsored by Church World Service Sa re said oo will be 
A. Ross, retired missionary living mm and the Department of International made to ple ge 10 million Americans 
Mexico, and a children’s Bible story arrairs of the National Council of ‘° "ead the Bible from cover to cover 
book. Si in 1962. Expository preaching will 
Churches. The findings do not con- b o tw afta tional 
J stitute official council policy, but are 0 8 a ee 
. , “referred to the churches for study.” award for the outstanding sermon de- 
r Four Presbyterian student homes ” livered on Bible Sunday. To promote 
in Mexico are planning expansion with public reading, it is planned that Scrip- 
r funds supplied by the Presbyterian, U. : wil r i 
t S., ainda The Bible prsoee at Tel- Admits State Pressure on in te pbb cheno rnc 
oloapan has already begun construc- MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (RNS) — tion Sunday next October in city 
aa bg new ae for classrooms The Church of Sweden would not have squares and parks. 
which they will call a chapel. They agreed to ordain women as pastors P 
; hope to have it nationalized so they if it had not been forced to Pogo by . The study committee was author- 
, may teach classes of religion there. the Swedish government, one of its inne a ps a whining. a 
The student home for girls at Chilpan- retired bishops said in an interview poe orcs Pater ae a Pyere > nf 
. cingo will complete the construction here. Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund, ad oo S “ release ae 0 soohe ar- 
of a new building; the new student Sweden, said he believes it would have rindi | tone mg leads at 
home connected with Instituto Juarez, been better if the Church had refused least for a period of time so that they 


for high school girls will receive equip- 
ment needed for its completion; and 
the student homes in Zitacuaro will 
add a basketball court. 


—Educational Department 
Board of World Missions 


to comply with the government’s wish 
on this matter. “The Church should 
be permitted to decide from its own 
Christian theological viewpoint all 
questions involving internal matters,” 
he declared. 


can convey to others the understand- 
ing they possess of the theological is- 
sues today.” 


Also urging enlistment of evangeli- 
cal scholars to undertake studiées in 
theology, evangelism and social ethics 
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Kenneth Keyes Cited 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — Ken- 
neth S. Keyes of Miami, Fla., was 
named “Layman of the Year” by 
the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals at its annual convention 
here. The award cited his leader- 
ship, activity and stewardship ‘on 
behalf of the historic Christian 
faith in America.” 


He is an elder in the Shenan- 
doah Presbyterian church of Mi- 
ami, former moderator of St. Johns 
Presbytery and a former member 
of the General Assembly’s Stew- 
ardship Committee. He also serves 
as a member of the board of the 
Presbyterian Journal. This spring 
he was chairman of the finance 
committee for the Miami Billy 
Graham crusade. 


Mr. Keyes is widely known for 
authorship of a personal message, 
“In Partnership with God,” which 
he has personally delivered more 
than 550 times. More than five mil- 
lion copies of the message have 
been distributed in pamphlet form. 
The prominent Presbyterian began 
a one-desk real estate firm in Mi- 
ami in 1925, and the business is 
now one of the nation’s largest, 
doing a gross annual business ex- 
ceeding $65 million. He is a past 
president of the National Associa- 
tion of Real Estate Boards. 











was Editor Carl F. H. Henry of Chris- 
tianity Today, who chided NAE for 
intellectual neglect. He praised the 
organization for its practical achieve- 
ments but said it had failed to elabo- 
rate “a comprehensive evangelical ex- 
position and interpretation” in such 
areas as the problem of religious au- 
thority, the mission of the Church 
and the nature of the Church. 


Delegates also voted to issue a call 
for “fellowship and cooperation” 
among “all who freely accept the Bi- 
ble as the infallible Word of God and 
who experience the new birth through 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” It 
added, “We deplore the present na- 
tional apathy in spiritual life, con- 
fusion in theology, rampant material- 
ism in society and laxity in morals. 
Recognizing the only remedy to be 
a spiritual awakening, we urge the 
spread of the Gospel with renewed 
effort and intensified vigor in ac- 
cordance with our Lord’s command.” 


Resolutions were passed: 
—Urging a “positive approach” to the 
problem of communism. 
—Endorsing tax exemption for church 
and institutional activities provided 
such are not of a secular enterprise 
nature. 
—Calling on churches to step up edu- 
cation on the evils of liquor traffic. 
—Urging President Kennedy to resist 
demands for admission of Red China 
to the United Nations. 





Aid to Schools Banned 
In 46 Constitutions 


CHICAGO (RNS) — An analysis 
of the constitutions of the fifty states 
reveals that 46 of them forbid tax 
support of private schools, Dr. George 
S. Reuter, Jr., research director of 
the American Federation of Teachers, 
reported here. 


Dr. Reuter said the position of most 
states reflects the opinion of the 
American people because “the many 
prohibitions against state aid to pri- 
vate schools were voted over a wide 
period of time and under all types of 
environments.” 


Among the two state constitutions 
which he quoted were two written 
about the same time as the United 
States Constitution. One passage 
from the Constitution of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts reads: “And 
no grant, appropriation or use of pub- 
lic money . . . shall be made or au- 
thorized ... for the purpose of found- 
ing, maintaining or aiding . .. any 
other school, or any college, infirmary, 
hospital, institution, or educational, 
charitable, or religious undertaking 
which is not publicly owned and un- 
der the executive control, order and 
superintendence of public officers or 
public grants authorized by the com- 
monwealth or federal authority or 
both.” 





Film Comments Taped; 
Viewers Start Fracas 


MADISON, Wis. (RNS) — Sher- 
iff’s deputies were called to quell a 
fracas that developed at the Unitarian 
church in suburban Shorewood Hills 
after it was discovered that a tape 
recorder had been used to record dis- 
cussion which followed showing of 
the controversial “Operation Aboli- 
tion” film. (No injuries were report- 
ed). The Laymen’s League of the 
Unitarian church showed the film, 





Federal ‘Secrecy’ Hit 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (RNS) 
— The president of the National 
Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union said here that statistics on 
drunkenness and its relation to 
crime were being submerged or 
‘“thush-hushed” by federal agencies. 
Mrs. Fred J. Tooze of Evanstown, 
Ill., speaking on a panel at the an- 
nual convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals 
here, charged that government 
agencies were withholding alcoholic 
beverage statistics or releasing them 
only “on request, or, in one case, 
under pledge of secrecy.” 


“Even the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation makes no great effort 
to warn against drinking in the light 
of one and one quarter million ar- 
rests for drunkenness and drunk 
driving annually,” she said. She 
asserted the Department of Com- 
merce refused to make public a 
breakdown of people’s liquor, beer 
and wine expenditures. 











which was supplied by the Rev. David 
Noebel of the Fundamental Bible 
church in Madison. Mr. Noebel also 
had arranged to have the meeting 
taped. 


“I didn’t know it (the tape) was so 
important,” he said later. “If any- 
one wants a copy of it, we’ll be glad 
to sell it.”” The discussion was des- 
cribed as orderly until the tape re- 
corder was discovered. Mr. Noebel 
and his friends began to leave and 
were accosted by some of the 250 per- 
sons in the audience. 


Mr. Noebel said there was a hassle 
over possession of the tape recorder 
and he asked someone to call police. 
Deputies were accompanied by a police 
dog which helped to restore order. 
In the discussion, participants gave 
their names before speaking. The 
tone of the audience remarks was 
described as generally opposed to the 
un-American activities committee. 





OHIO KEEPS DEATH PENALTY 


COLUMBUS, O. (RNS) — The 
Judiciary Committee of the Ohio 
House by a 14 to 5 vote killed Gov. 
Michael V. DiSalle’s bill to abolish the 
death penalty in this state. A similar 
bill sponsored by Gov. DiSalle, was 
killed in the State legislature two 
years ago. 
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Fellow Bishop Chides 
Pike-Type Doctrines 


GARDEN CITY, N. Y. (RNS) — 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop James P. 
De Wolfe of Long Island has chided 
Bishop James A. Pike of California 
for questioning the doctrine of the 
Virgin Birth of Christ. No bishop of 
the Anglican communion, Bishop De 
Wolfe declared in a pastoral letter, 
“has the authority to revise the faith 
of this Church, either by adding to it 
o1 subtracting from it.” 


The definition of the Church’s faith, 
he said, “is the responsibility of the 
Church operating under the guidance 
of God the Holy Ghost.” 


Although the pastoral did not men- 
tion the head of the California Epis- 
copal diocese by name, Bishop De 
Wolf later commented that the letter 
“obviously” referred to recent com- 
ments by Bishop Pike. 


“Up to the present time,” he said, 
“the Church has never interpreted the 
definition so as to negate the doctrine 
of the Trinity, the birth of Incarnate 
God the Son of a woman who was a 
virgin, the bodily resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ from the dead or 
the essential dependence of the struc- 
ture and operation of the Church up- 
on bishops and the apostolic ministry.” 





Invitation Withdrawn 


SEATTLE, Wash. (RNS) — An in- 
vitation to Protestant Episcopal Bish- 
op James A. Pike of California to 
speak here at the 102nd national con- 
vention of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church this summer has been with- 
drawn by the synod’s program com- 
mittee because of the prelate’s unor- 
thodox statements on Christian doc- 
trine. Dr. Malvin H. Lundeen, of 
Minneapolis, president of the church 
body, said the decision was made be- 
cause of Bishop Pike’s “whole general 
approach to the Christian faith.” 


In countering heresy charges leveled 
at him, Bishop Pike has stated that 
he firmly believes in the doctrine of 
the Virgin Birth insofar as it relates 
to the dual nature of Jesus, but is 
“agnostic” when it comes to a literal 
belief in the historic details. The 
Virgin Birth, he said, “is a myth in- 
troduced to explain in picture lan- 
guage the dual nature of Christ” and 
churchmen should be free to accept 
or reject it. 





Comment on a Californian — 


‘Free- Wheeling’ 


Says a customer in a letter to the 
column: “I am looking forward to 
your opinion on Bishop Pike’s state- 
ment at the annual convention of the 
Episcopal Diocese of California.” The 
reference is to Bishop James A. Pike, 
who was quoted indirectly as saying 
that Communism is today’s most vivid 
movement aimed at deliberate destruc- 
tion of man’s freedom. And then 
the bishop is quoted directly as say- 
ing: 


“But, unfortunately in this country 
in the last decade, our very fear of 
Communism has bewitched many peo- 
ple into support of Communist meth- 
ods directed towards those who are 
thought to be non-conformist in 
thought or word.” 


The bishop went on to denounce the 
head of the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee as well as William 
Buckley, Fulton Lewis, Jr., and Dan 
Smoot. Bishop Pike omitted the 
Columntator, but if His Grace ever 


reads this column of today, he will 
probably amend his list. 


The bishop, as the column under- 
stands him, was moved to protest that 
the film, “Operation Abolition,” is- 
sued by the Un-American Activities 
Committee, was some sort of phony, 
trumped-up affair, and that the stu- 
dents who engaged in the unlawful 
and unruly assembly in the City Hall 
at San Francisco were simply engaged 
in some sort of laudable expression 
of civic opinion. 


The Columntator does not believe 
Bishop Pike to be a Communist party 
member. But he does appear to be a 
free-wheeling clergyman, and some of 
his own faith and Church are after him 
now on that account. But it is beyond 
the scope of this column to weigh and 
determine orthodoxy against heresy in 
the Episcopal Diocese of California.— 
Lynn Landrum in The Dallas News. 





Florida Student Riots 
Called Alarming Sign 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS) — The 
recent Fort Lauderdale, Fla., youth 
riots and the motivation of college 
youth to “let themselves go” on Eas- 
ter vacations were called an alarming 
sign of the times by Evangelist Billy 
Graham. 


Addressing a dinner assembly of 
1,000 persons here, Dr. Graham 
described how he went to the “be- 
sieged” resort at the request of police 
and citizens, and rallied 10,000 of the 
college and high school students for 
a prayer meeting on the beach. “The 
nation’s youth alarm me because they 
are ‘rebels without a cause,’” the 
evangelist said. 


“The Peace Corps idea is a fine 
one, but unless our youth go forth 
dedicated and disciplined to a cause, 
grounded in both Christianity and 
democracy, the Communists can and 
will make mince meat of them,” he 
declared, adding: “Communism is pen- 
etrating every area of the world. We 
underestimate it, while beset with ser- 
ious national weaknesses of crime, al- 
coholism, immorality, racial tension 
and a sense of personal inadequacy.” 


His Fort Lauderdale experience, Dr. 
Graham said, raised these questions 


in his mind: “Who has let our youth 
down? Is it the pragmatism of our 
education? Parents too busy making 
money? Churches that give only a 
watered-down version of Christi- 
anity?” 





Wet Legislation Dies 
After Protests Voiced 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS) — A pair 
of bills to permit Sunday sales of 
liquor in the Minneapolis - St. Paul 
metropolitan area has been withdrawn 
from legislative consideration by the 
author of the measures. Rep. Richard 
W. Richie, St. Paul, said it was ob- 
vious that the bills never would get 
out of the House Liquor Control Com- 
mittee. 


Last February clergymen jammed a 
full committee hearing to protest liq- 
uor on Sunday. Authors of another 
bill to permit use of liquor on buses 
taking fans to major sports events 
withdrew their sponsorship after pro- 
tests by religious and other groups, 
leaving the bill “an orphan.” 





Remission of sins cannot be separat- 
ed from repentance, nor can the peace 
of God be in those hearts, where the 
fear of God does not prevail.—John 
Calvin 
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Surrendering All 
... Lo Christ 


Among the obstacles to a vital faith 
for many people today is that attitude 
of mind and heart which someone has 
called “Cheap Christianity.” 


By “Cheap Christianity” is meant 
baptism without commitment, forgive- 
ness without repentance, mercy with- 
out a Cross. It is summarized in the 
slogan, “Go to Church this Sunday— 
you'll feel better all week.” It is 
generally oriented to supply an an- 
swer to one primary question: 
“What’s in it for me?” 


A. W. Tozer has written of “Cheap 
Christianity,” “This Christianity does 
not transform people — it is being 
transformed by people. It is not 
raising the moral level of society, it 
is descending to society’s own level 
and congratulating itself that it has 
scored a victory because society is 
smilingly accepting its surrender.” 


The person who practices Cheap 
Christianity is like the farmer des- 
cribed in Deborah by Marian Castle: 
“When he left a place he always left 
the land a little poorer, the gates sag- 
ging a little lower, the ruts in the 
lane gouged a little deeper.” 


THE HIGH COST OF REDEMPTION 


Our Christian heritage has been pur- 
chased by God Who became flesh for 
vs and who allowed His blood to pour 
painfully upon the ground at Calvary 
in payment for our redemption. Can 
there be anything more costly than 
that — the life and death of God’s 
own Son, Jesus Christ? 


“Know ye that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain con- 
versation received by tradition from 
your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot” (I Peter 
1:19,20). Yes, the original purchase 
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price of every spiritual blessing for 
everyone was Christ and His Cross. 


With this foundation for the Chris- 
tian religion, what does Christ expect 
of those who would receive His bene- 
fits —- those who are members of His 
Church? To help us in answering 
this question, let us look at His rela- 
tionship toward others whom He called 
when He physically dwelt upon the 
earth. 


He came to a man fishing and called 
out, “Rise up and follow Me and I 
will make you a fisher of men.” Pe- 
ter answered this call, and left his 
nets and followed Christ. 


He approached a customs office 
and spoke to Levi, “Come!”’ And Levi 
left his former duties and became a 
follower of Christ. 


A rich young ruler came to Him 
and desired to become a disciple. “I 
have carefully obeyed the law in all 
of its detail. What must I now do 
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus re- 
plied, “One thing thou lackest; go thy 
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven; and come, take 
up the cross, and follow Me.” (Mark 
10221). 


The refrain of sacrifice repeated it- 
self again and again as Jesus came 
in contact with others. But if there 
is any doubt concerning the meaning 
of these relationships surely his teach- 
ings resolve them. “He that loveth 
father or mother more than Me is 
not worthy of Me: and he that loveth 
son or daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. And he that taketh 
not his cross, and followeth after Me 
is not worthy of Me. He that findeth 
his life shall lose it: and he that loseth 
his life for My sake shall find it” 
(Matt. 10:37-39). 


REV. A. K. THOMAS 


The rest of the New Testament con- 
tinues this theme. The Book of Acts 
presents a series of pictures of men 
and women totally committed to Christ 
and willingly carrying their crosses 
even unto death. We read elsewhere, 
“‘And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord and not unto men” 
(Col. 3:28). 


THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 


What, then, does it cost to be a 
Christian? It costs first of all the 
burden of a cross. We should seek 
not to win the favor of the world, 
to please men or even to please our- 
selves but to sacrifice for the cause 
of Christ. We must be willing to 
completely give of ourselves in sacri- 
ficial service in obedience to our Lord. 


What does it cost to be a Christian? 
It costs a man his life. “Whenever 
Christ calls a man He calls him to die” 
(Dietrich Bonhoeffer). It includes dy- 
ing to worldly attachments and pay- 
ing first loyalty to Christ. It means 
dying to the old way of living, dying 
to former attitudes, to former goals 
and to our own selfish wills and for- 
mer masters. 


And sometimes it includes actual 
physical death. The pages of history 
testify to martyrs for Christ in every 
generation. Dietrich Bonhoeffer was 
a brilliant theologian in Germany dur- 
ing the rise of Hitler. He perceived 
that the Nazi philosophy was a god- 
less movement. From the start he did 
not compromise but spoke forth scath- 
ingly of Hitler’s ambitions. In 1943 
he was arrested by the Gestapo. He 
became an inspiration to the prisoners 
and continually exemplified the char- 
acter and person of Christ in his daily 
life. By special order of Himmler 
he was executed on April 9, 1945. He 
was totally committed to Christ — 
and it cost him his life. 
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He wrote a poem which asks many 
questions and concludes with these 
lines: 


“Who am I? They mock me, these 
lonely questions of mine. 

Whoever I am, Thou knowest, O 
God, I am Thine!” 


How much does it cost to be a Chris- 
tian? Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell 
has stated that one of his greatest 
spiritual discoveries was the necessity 
of surrender. How true this is! We 
must surrender our lives, our families, 
our homes, our money and all that we 
are to Jesus Christ! 


The words of the old Gospel hymn 
do not express. an impossible idealism 
but rather set forth the norm for 
every Christian. 


All to Jesus I surrender, All to 
Him I freely give. 

I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 

I surrender all. 

All to Thee my blessed Saviour, 

I surrender all! 


I surrender all. 


The Christian is not to give just 
10%; not “every other Sunday per- 
cent.” Only total commitment — 
nothing less — will do. 


This is no easy religion, for THIS 
type of Christianity cuts through ev- 
ery shallow excuse, every bit of sel- 
fishness, the so-called necessities of 
life, anemic moralizing, every nominal 
church relationship. We must be to- 
tally committed! 


Joseph E. McCabe wrote in his 
“POWER OF GOD IN THE PARISH 
PROGRAM” — “Is there any use in 
perpetuating the fraud of a cheap 
Christianity? Is there any use of con- 
tinuing to equate Christianity with 
respectability? Is there any use of- 
fering people cheap grace when costly 
grace is the only kind known to the 
New Testament? Shall I perpetrate a 
fraud upon you by encouraging you 
to continue a Christianity without 
Christ and a discipleship without a 
price?” 





‘Bath’ 


It was a city, and not a Satur- 
day rite, that gave the Bath Pres- 
byterian Church its name. English- 
men who settled in Georgia named 
a great many of their towns and 
counties for English people and 
places. The village of Bath, near 
Blythe in Augusta-Macon Presby- 
tery, was one. It was named for 
the city of Bath, England. 


Whence the Name? ' 
' 


Steed, | 


In the days before World War II 
both the Presbyterian church and 
the village of Bath exchanged greet- 
ing annually with residents of the 
English city. 


In the days before the War Be- 
tween the States the Bath and 
Waynesboro churches shared a 
handsome silver Communion service 
which was among the loot tak- 
en by Sherman’s forces when they 
marched from Atlanta to Savan- 
nah. The historic Bath church now 
has as its pastor the Rev. Gus 
Hollenhead, who also is pastor 
of the Clifford Memorial church, 
Grovetown. 


(Another Journal centennial fea- 
ture). 


: 
A 





When it comes to Christ Who pur- 
ports to deal with our soul, our God, 
our life, our death, the expansive 
realms of eternity — if He is not 
worth everything then He is not worth 
anything. And if He is worth every- 
thing— then He deserves all of us 
and ALL of each of us! 


William Booth, founder of the Sal- 
vation Army, when informed that he 
was going blind said, “I have done 
what I could for God with two eyes. 
Now I will do what I can without any 
eyes.” He was totally committed to 
Christ! 


The magazine, World Vision, tells 
the story of the “happiest leper of 


them all.” He is in a room of a large 
hospital for lepers near Taipei, For- 
mosa. His eyes are blind. His nose 
is gone. His ears have a_ peculiar 
thickness though he still can hear. 
His hands and fingers have been re- 
tracted or absorbed until the hands 
are just stumps. 


When a stranger enters he gives his 
testimony to Jesus Christ. He can’t 
speak but he can be more eloquent 
than words. He twists his wasted lit- 
tle body to one side and then—slowly, 
and somehow majestically — he raises 
his stump of a hand toward heaven. 
As long as the visitor is there his right 
hand is pointed upward. 


It is his way of pointing the mind 
toward God. It is his way of telling 
where his faith is based. It is his way 
of showing forth the Christ. It isn’t 
much but he is doing all that he can 
with what little he has for the glory 
of God. This man is totally commit- 
ted to Christ. 


FOR US, TOO 


If Bonhoeffer in Gestapo Germany 
where the leaders hated Christ and 
the leper in that far off hospital ward 
and William Booth going blind could 
completely serve Christ cannot we do 
the same? 


A soldier who had valiantly served 
King Charles by selling his property 
and giving the proceeds to the king’s 
cause; who gave of his time and final- 
ly his life in battle has this epitaph 
on his gravestone, “He served King 
Charles with a constant, dangerous 
and expensive loyalty.” 


May we in American Churches so 
live the truth Christ brought that it 
may be said of us, “They served 
JESUS CHRIST with a constant, dan- 
gerous and expensive loyalty.” 


% * * * * 


The Rev. Mr. Thomas is pastor of 
the Beechwood Church, Parkersburg, 
W. Va. 





Christ in the heart means the heart in 
Christ—F. B. Meyer. 
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BDISORIALS = 


Whither Presbyterianism? 


Frankly, we have been almost over- 
whelmed by the favorable reaction to 
“Another Proposal’ (Journal, April 
5). 


As most of the readers of these 
words know, we suggested that Church 
union could be expedited, both for 
those who want an ecumenical Church 
and for those who want a larger and 
stronger Reformed and Presbyterian 
Church, if a way could be devised to 
allow the brethren and churches repre- 
senting each persuasion to congre- 
gate in mergers according to their 
inclinations. 


As a beginning, we suggested that 
both the Presbyterian U. S. Church 
and the United Presbyterian U. S. A. 
Church take steps to set up a plan 
whereby U. S. congregations wishing 
to join the U. P. U. S. A. Church may 
do so and (especially) U. P. U. S. A. 
congregations wishing to join the U. S. 
Church also may do so, in each case 
without sacrificing property or pen- 
sion rights. 


The response, especially from the 
U. P. U. S. A. Church, has been most 
encouraging. The next question, of 
course, is, “Now what?” 


It will be most heartening if the 
respective Assemblies take the pro- 
posal seriously. By the time this 
comment appears in print the U. S. 
Assembly will already have met. The 
U. P. U. S. A. Assembly will soon be 
meeting, in Buffalo, N. Y. 


We have no doubt that the U. S. 
Assembly will not seriously consider 
the “Blake-Pike” plan. It is too for- 
eign to the essentially evangelical 
temper of the U. S. Church. On the 
other hand, we have no doubt that the 
U. P. U. S. A. Assembly will approve 
the plan. Nearly % of the presby- 
teries have sent up overtures or ap- 
proved resolutions asking that it be 
done. 


What of the future? There seems 
little doubt that a very strong bid is 
being made to effect a disappearance 





Is It Nothing ... Ye That Pass By? 


Across the world the times frequent- 
ly call to mind the days of tribulation 
spoken of in the Book of Revelation. 
Christians are dying for the sake of 
Jesus Christ in this enlightened sec- 
ond half of the twentieth century. 
Ministers are being martyred. Mis- 
sionaries are being driven from their 
places of labor, or are continuing to 
bear courageous witness under the 
constant threat of physical violence. 
Families are divided on account of 
the dangers of the hour. Women 
obedient to the Great Commission la- 
bor under the shadow of death... 
or worse. 


These are times — respecting the 
Church — that try men’s souls. 
From a time of peace and safety we 
have witnessed a return to days of 
persecution and death for Christians, 
solely because they are Christians. 


And what is the attitude of the 
Church at home to the tribulation of 


Christ’s servants, to this dark night 
of the soul? — Business as usual, 
circle meeting at ten, tea at four, a 
picnic for the men of the church, 
Friday. Above all else, don’t forget 
the mortgage payments on the new 
organ! 


Is it NOTHING ... ye that pass by? 
Can it be that the spiritual temperature 
of the Church has sunk so low? Is 
not the pulpit in anguish? Is not the 
pew in prayer? Is no one tearing the 
ornaments of luxury away and selling 
them that others may have life from 
the proceeds? 


Are there none answering the call? 
Are there none saying, “Here am I, 
Lord, send me?” Are there no longer 
7,000 who have not bowed the knee 
to Status? 


This is a time for prayer, for soul 
searching, for sacrifice. It is a time 
to put away lesser things. 





of the name “Presbyterian” from a 
large section of America. The name 
“Reformed” may remain as part of a 
larger title, but it will have little or 
no reference to Calvin, or the system 
of theology to which it properly re- 
fers. 


In addition, surging undercurrents 
of feeling and influence are working 
to effect a similar end of the historic 
evangelical testimony in other denomi- 
nations. 


Out of it all, in time, will fall 
splinters from ill-conceived and forced 
mergers as round pegs are driven in- 
to square holes, and vice versa. 


We believe the re-alignment pro- 
posal could conceivably take much of 
the heat and bitterness from the move- 
ments of the future while preserving 
the Reformed and Presbyterian faith 
and polity in America. 


This the proposal might accomplish: 
if enough people are interested, and 
they make their voices heard in the 
judicatories of their Churches, plans 
ef union which are drawn will contain 
provisions charitably oriented toward 
brethren and congregations who may 
not concur. 





The NCC and 


Immigration 


Several weeks ago, as we reported 
(May 3, p. 2), the National Council 
of Churches held a consultation which 
resulted, as we predicted, in a severe 
condemnation of the policy of the 
United States respecting immigration 
laws and quotas. We wrote to the 
only member of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., who was present at 
that consultation, seeking further in- 
formation. This is a part of his re- 
ply: 


I feel that it is important to 
underline the fact that this Con- 
sultation was not authorized to, 
and did not, establish policies, as 
indicated in item 4 of the pro- 
spectus. Its findings and recom- 
mendations are to be submitted 
for consideration and action by 
denominational bodies and ap- 
propriate National Council of 
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Churches units, with the inten- 
tion that resultant actions of Na- 
tional Council of Churches and 
their units, where necessary for 
a new policy formulation, will be 
submitted for National Council 
of Churches General Board con- 


sideration and action. This is a 
point which needs to be carefully 
kept in mind. 


Exactly. And it is precisely the 
point to which we have repeatedly 
objected. We consider it to be the 
lowest kind of polite behavior to do 
or say something for which you are 
not willing to take the credit; to gos- 
sip and excuse the evil by claiming 
that it wasn’t your idea; to call a man 
a dirty name and avoid responsibility 
by saying you are only quoting some- 
one else. 


The National Council of Churches 
does this sort of thing all the time. 
It appoints “consultations” and “study 
conferences” which are not an offi- 
cial part of its official activities. 
These groups come up with “studies” 
and “recommendations” which are 
sent out to the churches, widely dis- 
tributed for “study,” quoted, com- 
mended and made the basis for denom- 
inational resolutions — but all the 
while the NCC says piously, “This is 
not to be taken as an official action 
of the NCC itself. Why should it be? 
The effect is the same. 


Most especially: The “call” for the 
Consultation on Immigration assem- 
bled by the NCC declares that the 
“findings” will “give orientation” to 
“the leaders in the communions and 
the National Council who will serve 
as representatives at the World Coun- 
cil of Churches Migration Conference 
in June, 1961, at Geneva, Switzer- 
land.” 


PLEASE NOTICE: “Findings” and 
“recommendations” which are not of- 
ficial and which the NCC will not 
admit as its own will constitute the 
basis for action on the part of Ameri- 
can representations to world consulta- 
tion on the same subject. 


And what will come out of the 
world consultation? Condemnation of 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 2) 


) A La yman And His Church 






Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


NOT SO HIGH 


Higher education in America is ed- 
ucation at the college, university and 
and graduate levels. By academic and 
scientific standards these institutions 
have much about which they may 
rightly boast. 


But the American educational sys- 
tem has become increasingly decadent 
at the spiritual level. A tremendous 
fund of information is imparted to- 
day and along with this the practical 
application of knowledge is effectively 
taught. 


Where our institutions of learning 
are failing badly is in the area of true 
wisdom, wisdom which has its roots 
in the fear of God. 


Never in the history of the world 
has there been so much information 
available. Never have men been more 
adept in putting this information to 
practical use. And, never have men 
needed the moral and spiritual values 
which are a part of true wisdom more 
than right now. That God and His 
wisdom are being denied, ignored or 
bypassed is a fact which has in it the 
seeds of national doom. 


Man may lay up vast stores of 
both information and knowledge only 
to become sharpened instruments of 
Satan. Only God-given wisdom gives 
the quality of mind which enables one 
to orient facts and knowledge in their 
true perspective. Wisdom is a spirit- 
ual quality which enables man to re- 
late himself and the physical, ethical 
and philosophical world to the Creator. 


Within the past two years one of 
America’s leading magazines has been 
running a series of articles under the 
general title, “Adventures of the 
Mind.” These have been written by 
some of the most brilliant scholars in 
their fields to be found in the Western 
world. These writers have covered 
scientific, philosophical and metaphy- 
sical subjects with unquestioned bril- 
liance and with a depth and breadth 
of knowledge often difficult for the 
uninitiated mind to follow, but in 
every case there has been lacking that 
wisdom which comes from a recogni- 


tion of God and His rightful place 
in His Creation. 


The distressing fact is that so-called 
higher education in America is no 
longer high for it is content to operate 
in the realm of observable facts and 
human theories without reference to 
the One who alone can make educa- 
tion the imparting of true wisdom. 


The wisdom which comes from 
above is that quality of spiritual in- 
sight which maintains all things in 
their proper perspective, that bows 
humbly before the Sovereign God, 
that recognizes that He alone sees all 
things in their relationship to the pan- 
orama of eternity. Without such wis- 
dom man persists in the folly of an 
earth-bound knowledge which leads to 
the dead-end of ultimate futility. 


Because American education is so 
largely secular and materialistic the 
future is dark. It stands under the 
judgment of God as do all men and in- 
stitutions who reject Him and His 
Christ. Few indeed are those con- 
cerned with education at any level 
who are willing to follow Paul’s ad- 
monition: “Casting down imagina- 
tions and every high thing that ex- 
alteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” 
Rather we see an educational system 
which in large measure ignores the 
One who alone imparts true wisdom. 


Shall such a situation continue? 


The answer lies with those Chris- 
tians who are willing to wage war to 
recapture education for Christ. Church 
related colleges must justify their ex- 
istence by being Christian in fact as 
well as in name. There is needed an 
aggressive resurgence of the urge for 
true Christian education which led 
the Church leaders of early America 
to establish institutions where they 
were not ashamed to state their Chris- 
tian purpose or maintain Christian 
ideals. 


Vital Christianity and higher edu- 
cation should be _ indistinguishable 


(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 


The quotation “‘no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That's why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 


Belk’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 


and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


a” 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Cu. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, 

A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The Dollar Store 
ego 8s. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
some ona “gg Co. 
Beaufort, S. 

A. ay “Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

y ee Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson _ 
Whitmire, S. C 

Jack Gilliland, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Deimar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop 
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|. LESSON INTRODUCTION. Lesson for May 21, 1961 


Today's lesson is made up of several scattered portions of Scrip- 
ture dealing with the subject of diligence. These portions may 
be divided thus: (1) the historical example of Solomon’s diligence 
(I Kings 4:29-34) ; (2) proverbs and sayings dealing with diligence 
(selected from some of Solomon’s writings) ; (3) a New Testament 
passage dealing with diligence (II Thess. 3:6-13). All of these 
portions of Scripture show the importance of diligence in our 
earthly calling. The memory selection (Col. 3:23) appropriately 
sums up the main theme of our lesson: That we should labor with 
all our might where the Lord has placed us as servants of the Lord 


THE IMPORTANCE OF DILIGENCE 


Bible Material: I Kings 4:29-34; Prov- 
erbs 6:6-9; 22:29; 24:30-34; Ecclesi- 
astes 3:22; I] Thessalonians 3:6-13 


Devotional Reading: 


3:6-13 


Il Thessalonians 





Jesus Christ. 


Il. DILIGENCE ILLUSTRATED IN 
OMON’S LIFE (I Kings 4:29-34). 


In order to give a little more of the background of 
these verses, we will begin at the beginning of the 
chapter. This will enable us to understand the sig- 
nificance of Solomon’s diligence. 


SOL- 


1. Solomon’s kingdom (1 Kings 4:1-28). Two things 
call for some comment here: 


a. The extent of his kingdom. The record tells us 
that he ruled over all Israel, including Judah (4:1, 
20). Furthermore, it is significantly related that his 
kingdom extended from the Euphrates to the border 
of Egypt (4:21,24). A good Bible Atlas will show 
the extent of Solomon’s kingdom. Two things should 
be noted: first, no other Hebrew king after Solomon 
ever again ruled over as much territory; second, the 
land over which Solomon ruled was of the same 
extent as that territory which God promised to 
\braham’s seed (Gen. 15:18ff). Thus the promise 
made to Abraham is now fulfilled. 


- 


. The character of his reign. Solomon’s reign, after 
David’s turbulent kingship, was characterized by 
peace and prosperity on every side (4:20-28). It 
will be to our spiritual enlightenment to note how 
Solomon was, to some extent, a type of Jesus Christ 
our Lord: (1) Solomon was David’s son; so is 
Christ (Matt. 1:1; Rev. 22:16); (2) Solomon sat 
on David’s throne (I Kings 5:1); so does Jesus 
Christ (Luke 1:32f; Acts 2:29-36); (3) Solomon’s 
reign was peaceful and extensive (I Kings 4:20-28) ; 
so is the reign of Jesus Christ (Isa. 2:1-4; Ps. 89) ; 
(4) Solomon was divinely endowed with great wis- 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 
Educational excellence for our greatest 
possession, our youth. 
Summer Schools Begin June 12, 1961 

Move to new campus in September, 1961 
Maxton North Carolina 











Memory Selection: Colossians 3:23 


dom (I Kings 4:28); so can we also affirm of Jesus 
Christ (Isa. 11:1-5; Col. 2:3); (5) Solomon took a 
gentile wife (I Kings 3:1); so Jesus Christ took the 
Gentiles as His Bride the Church (Eph. 2:11-22; 5: 
22-33); (6) Solomon built the Temple, the House 
of the Lord (I Kings 5:5); so Jesus Christ is build- 
ing the Temple which is His Body (John 2:19; Eph. 
2:11-22; cf. Zech. 6:9-15) . 

2. Solomon’s diligence (I Kings 4:29-34). The fol- 
lowing headings will help us to sum up this section: 


a. Its source (4:29). This is very plainly stated: “And 
God gave Solomon wisdom and_ understanding.” 
You recall, of course, that Solomon had made wis- 
dom his primary request when he began his reign 
(3:5-14). As the men who built the Tabernacle 
needed “wisdom and understanding” (Ex. 31:3; 36: 
1), and as Hiram, who was to build the Temple, 
needed these attributes (I Kings 7:14), so did Sol- 
omon need them. 


b. Its degree (4:29-31). Solomon’s wisdom was “ex- 
ceeding much”; and God also gave him “largeness 
of heart” (probably indicating breadth of vision and 
intellectual acumen; see 3:9). Nothing like this 
could be found among other nations or even among 
the Hebrews (for “Ethan,” see Ps. 89, title; the 
others listed here are otherwise unknown) . 


c. Its extent (4:32). Solomon was what we would call 
today a prolific and prodigious writer; he wrote the 
Book of Proverbs, the Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes 
cf. 1:1,12; 12:9), and some of the Psalms (72 and 
127). All this, even from the human standpoint, 
would require very much diligence. 


d. Its coverage (4:33). Solomon was a wise observer 
of nature. He gathered some of his proverbs from 
nature’s flora and fauna (Prov. 6:6ff; 30:18ff) . 


e. Its effect (4:34). Solomon became a celebrity be- 
cause of his wisdom and diligence; people came from 
surrounding countries to hear him (4:31). No other 
nation possessed such a wise man. 
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Ill. DILIGENCE TAUGHT IN SOLOMON’S 
WRITINGS. 


1. “Go to the ant, thou sluggard” (Prov. 6:6-9). In 
this very forceful analogy we notice the following: 


a. An apt description — “sluggard.” This word (some- 
times translated “slothful”) occurs 14 times in Prov- 
erbs, but nowhere else in the Old Testament. The 
“slothful” man is like the “sloth” — an animal that 
moves very slowly suspended from the branches of 
trees. 


b. Why a sluggard deserves this description. Two 
reasons are given: (1) negatively, he will not ob- 
serve the ways of the ant; (2) positively, he de- 
liberately continues in sleep when he should be 
awake and active. 


c. Why he should observe the ant. Two reasons ap- 
pear evident: (1) the little ant has no one — not 
even a “guide, overseer or ruler” — to compel her 
to do her duty (she works faithfully without a 
“boss”); (2) she provides and gathers her food 
in the proper seasons and at the proper time. If 
a God-given instinct impels the little ant to be 
diligent, how much more should man, made in 
God’s image and endowed with a God-given power 
of reasoning, be diligent in his earthly calling! 


2. “Seest thou a man diligent” (Prov. 22:29). Ob- 
serve here these things: 


a. The diligent man. The word “man” is the specific 
word for the male; the word “seest” carries the 
idea of thoughtful perception; and the word “dili- 
gent” means “quick, prompt, ready, skilled” (trans- 
lated “ready” in Ezra 7:6 and Ps. 45:1; and “hasting”’ 
In Isa. 16:5). 


b. The rewards of a diligent man: (1) on the positive 
side, he will stand in the presence of kings; (2) 
on the negative side, he will not have to stand in 
the presence of “obscure men” (RSV). The sum 
of all this is that diligence is its own reward (cf. 
Prov. 10:4; 21:5). On a higher level, the believer 
who is now faithfully “occupied” (Luke 19:13) will 
eventually stand before the King of kings and then 
hear His ‘well done” (Luke 19:17). 


3. “I went by the field of the slothful” Prov. 24:30- 
34). Here we have a masterful literary and spiritual 
analogy. Let us follow a spiritual application: 


a. His being. Let us suppose that the “field” refers 
to his body, and the “vineyard” refers to his soul. 
He is described as “void of understanding” (cf. 7:7; 
10:13; 11:12; etc.) — a fit description of the unre- 
generate man (Rom. 3:11). 


b. His personality. Note the three parts: (1) the 
“thorns” (his emotional life is all grown over with 
thorns — no place for the fruitful emotions of love 
and joy); (2) the “nettles” (his intellectual life 
is covered with doubts and indecisions — no place 
for a solid belief in God and God’s Word) ; (3) the 
“stone wall” (his will has been broken down re- 
peatedly by the erosive effects of sin — no place 
for submission and obedience to God). 


c. His sin. He goes from one stage of moral insensibil- 
ity to another and deeper stage (“a little sleep, a 
little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep”) . 


Compare the increasing wickedness of the natural 
man in Romans 1:20-32; Ephesians 4:17ff. 


d. His poverty. “And thy poverty cometh marching” 
(so the Hebrew can be rendered). The sluggard’s 
end or want will come inevitably and devastatingly 
(“as an armed man”). The spiritual counterpart 
may be found in Matthew 25 and Revelation 20: 
11-15. 


e. His future (24:32). This verse is very graphic in 
the Hebrew. The first “I” is emphatic. “J saw (as 
in a vision) ; I took it to my heart; I saw (a different 
word) ; I received (or took) instruction (or “cor- 
rection”). There are no connecting “ands” in the 
original. Surely we should all take heed to God’s 
warnings and admonitions so that we might not 
come to eternal loss in the final day of judgment. 
We must be diligent now in the main concern of 
our life and accept the Saviour who died for our 
soul (John 3:16). 


4. “Wherefore I perceive” (Eccl. 3:22). In order 
to understand this verse properly one would need to 
know the purpose and intent of the Book of Ecclesi- 
astes as a whole. That cannot be given in our limited 
space. Suffice it to say this: this book does not teach 
a philosophy of pessimism (as commonly held in mod- 
ern criticism). It teaches, rather, the inability of man 
under the light of natural revelation or by nature 
(“under the sun”) to fathom the mysteries of God's 
providence. This verse encourages man (all men) to 
rejoice in his own works (such as taught in Matt. 5: 
16). Paul considered his work as a cause of rejoicing 
(I Thess. 2:19). In the final day of judgment all of 
our “works” will be revealed for what they truly are 
(II Cor. 5:10). 


IV. PAUL’S WORDS ABOUT DILIGENCE (II 
Thess. 3:6-13) . 


We must note, to begin with that the chaotic state 
of affairs existing in Thessalonica, described in the 
verses we are now considering, was due to misunder- 
standing of Paul’s teaching regarding the time of the 
second coming of Christ. Some had supposed that 
Christ had already come or was about to return. 
These same people had also supposed that it was no 
longer necessary to carry on their regular line of busi- 
ness. Why work, they argued, if the end has come or 
is just about to come? Paul, therefore, wrote his 
second letter to the Thessalonians in order to cor- 
rect their mistaken views (which he does in 2:1-12), 
and in order to correct their false practice (which he 
does in the verses under consideration). No one 
knows the time of our Lord’s coming; but we do know 
that we should be diligent in the Lord’s work and in 
our daily occupation up to the very end. In fact, it 
can be truthfully said that we who are Christians 
should become increasingly more active in the work 
committed to our trust as we see the end of this present 
age of grace drawing to its close. The days in which 
we live are indeed evil; let us, therefore, “redeem” 
(make the most of) the time. Our sojourn here may 
be very brief; let us be diligently occupied in the task 
He has committed to our trust. 


000. oo? 
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FOR MAY 21, 1961 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





I Pledge Allegiance 


Scripture—Romans 13:1-7 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Faith of Our Fathers, Living Still” 
“From Ocean unto Ocean” 
“God of Our Fathers” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: What 
obligation does a Christian have to the government? 
Some Christians have supposed that, since the au- 
thority of God is higher than the authority of the State, 
a person who pledges his allegiance to God can be 
justified in ignoring the State. At the very best, they 
look on their obligations to the State as a necessary 
evil. They are inclined to be resentful when they are 
required to obey the State’s laws, pay taxes, and serve 
in the armed forces. The passage of Scripture which 
we read from Romans 18 clearly and definitely out- 
lines our obligations in this regard. According to the 
Bible, a pledge of allegiance and the fulfillment of 
that pledge is a Christian duty and a spiritual service. 


We must bear in mind that the human author of 
these words was Paul. The government he had in 
mind and which he was calling on his readers to respect 
was the Roman government. Most, if not all, of the 
Roman officials were pagans, but their authority to 
enforce order was an authority they had received from 
God. Paul said that Christians were bound to obey 
them not only as a matter of expediency but as a 
matter of right and wrong. We in the United States 
are particularly blessed in that our government is so 
much more godly as to its form and its officials than 
most of the governments in the world. If the Chris- 
tians in Paul’s day had an obligation to Rome, how 
much greater is the obligation we have to our govern- 
ment! 


Now, let us see what a pledge of allegiance really 
involves. 


FIRST SPEAKER: A pledge of allegiance ought 
to include a knowledge of what it is to which we 
pledge our loyalty and support. It is not very intelli- 
gent to pledge allegiance to a government that you 
know little or nothing about. In the pledge to the 
flag we say, “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America, and to the republic for 
which it stands.” The flag is the symbol of the re- 
public, but what is a republic? The dictionary gives 
this definition: a republic is “a state in which the 
sovereign power resides in a certain body of people 
(the electorate), and is exercised by representatives 
elected by, and responsible to, them.” The United 


States is a constitutional republic. We are not gov- 
erned solely by public opinion but by a written consti- 
tution. The Constitution is the final authority and 
foundation of our government. It is a wonderfully wise 
document, not made up of countless petty rules but of 
broad principles of righteousness, justice, and liberty. 
When one reads the Constitution one is impressed with 
the farsightedness of those who framed it. Provision 
was made for amending the Constitution at the time it 
was written, but there has been surprisingly little need 
to amend it through the years. 


A Christian citizen is under obligation to know and 
appreciate the Constitution. We are also obligated 
to support it and to defend it against its enemies. 
When abuses creep into government they are often 
the result of ignorance or disregard of the Constitu- 
tion. We cannot really understand and appreciate our 
form of government without knowing something about 
this basic document. No person can pledge allegiance 
intelligently unless he knows something about the 
Constitution. 


SECOND SPEAKER: A pledge of allegiance in- 
volves activity. If we pledge our loyalty to our coun- 
try, we ought to be willing to do something about it. 
Real loyalty calls for many actions. A loyal citizen 
is obligated to vote in free elections. It is his oppor- 
tunity to give weight and expression to his Christian 
concern. A Christian citizen will be faithful to pay 
his taxes. This is what Romans 13:7 means by “pay- 
ing custom to whom custom (is due) .” Allegiance in- 
volves being obedient to the laws of the land except 
when obedience violates the Christian conscience. A 
good citizen must be willing to hold office when re- 
quired to do so and to serve on juries. Civic duty 
also requires that lawful authorities be respected. Fi- 
nally, a pledge of allegiance involves the willingness 
to serve in the armed forces in the defense of the na- 
tion and its people. We can see from this that a 
pledge of allegiance involves far more than sentimental 
words. According to the Bible, all people are obligated 
to the government in these ways, but the obligation 
rests on Christians in a special way. Rather than being 
excused from responsibility, they are to be examples 
of patriotic loyalty to all others. 


Situations do arise when the laws and actions of 
civil governments are clearly against the teachings of 
the Bible. What are Christians to do then? Our first 
loyalty, of course, is always to God (Read Acts 4:18- 
20). When the Christian’s conscience is violated by 
his government, he should first try by every lawful 


(Cont. on p. 16, col. 2) 
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LIVING IN CHRIST—June: “Christ Jesus Has Made Me His Own” 
Philippians 3:12-21 


In our last lesson we began a consideration of the 
Apostle Paul’s personal testimony to the Philippian 
Christians. This section of the letter is devoted to 
Paul as he was himself an example of what he preached. 
Here we have the apostle as a case in point respecting 
what it means to be “living in Christ.” And _ this 
chapter contains the classic description, in the New 
Testament, of Paul’s spiritual attitude and his spiritual 
manner of living. 


NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH 


For Paul’s spiritual experience included not only 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ but also living in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It never occurred to him that 
he might have believed in Christ and then have gone 
about to live any wav he pleased. He must live in 
Christ — that is put his trust in Him and no one else. 
This began, for the apostle, with a conscious denial 
of all confidence he might have had in the “flesh.” 


Paul explicitly spells out what he means by the 
things of the “flesh” which might naturally be to his 
credit but in which he places no confidence (vv. 1—7). 
By “flesh” he means any natural or human values. 
He does not have in mind things necessarily evil: the 
“flesh” does not necessarily refer to a life of stealing, 
of getting drunk or of wife-beating. It means rather 
those things that are without spiritual significance. 


Being “in the flesh” for Paul meant good things, 
even religious things, but things without any saving 
religious value. He did not trust his relationship to 
God to the fact that he had been circumcised (we 
would say, baptized in infancy); or that he was of 
the stock of Israel (we would say, born into a Christian 
home) ; or that he was of the tribe of Benjamin (we 
would say, of the Presbyterian Church) ; as touching 
the law, blameless (we would say, a good man). All 
these were of the “flesh.” 


In this connection we should be reminded that it is 
entirely possible to have a purely natural interest in 
religious things. It is possible for parents to have 
an altogether natural interest in seeing that their 
children attend Sunday School. A person can go to 
church as a human being and for only human reasons. 
A person can bow his head and say the prayers as a 
human being. 


I can assure you that a man can even preach as a 
human being, for very natural reasons, without being 
motivated by the indwelling Lord Jesus Christ. There 
was a time when the apostle was doing religious duties 
“in the flesh” and not in the Lord; when he was work- 
ing hard to keep for himself a good conscience. And 


all that he did was to his natural advantage. But it 
did not make for his salvation. For this reason he 
wrote that all things which might naturally have been 
to his credit he counted but refuse in order that he 
might have Christ. 


Notice Paul’s great preoccupation, 
deliberate passion; only “to be found in Him,” that is 
to win Christ (vv. 8-9). And the end of his preoccupa- 
tion: “If by any means I might attain unto the resur- 
rection of the dead” (v. 11). 


his great and 


By that reference to the resurrection I do not take 
it that Paul means that he was striving to be counted 
a candidate for heaven. He wasn’t worried about 
being raised from the dead on the resurrection day: 
that was an eventuality he counted certain. He was 
rather referring to his own inward spiritual disposi- 
tion in this world. So far as the things of the Spirit 
were concerned, the apostle believed that he had been 
dead to begin with (“you were dead in trespasses and 
sins” Eph. 2:5) and that he had come alive in Christ 
(“God hath raised us up . . . in Christ Jesus” Eph. 2:6). 
By the Grace of God he was now no longer dead, 
spiritually speaking, but alive: if Christ Jesus was 
working in him. And Christ Jesus would be working 
in him if the apostle was trusting in Him and not in 
himself. The blessing of a “resurrection” life would 
follow only if Paul was not trusting in himself. Had 
he been trusting in himself he would have been count- 
ing on his own works for salvation. But if he was 
trusting in the Lord Jesus and believing Him he would 
be living by faith. That this is the meaning of the 
apostle is proved by what he says next. 


I HAVE NOT ALREADY ATTAINED 


In v. 12 Paul makes an amazing statement: “Not as 
though I had already attained either were already 
perfect.” 


Here is the man who had met the Lord face to face 
on the Damascus road; the man who had risked his 
life many times in his Lord’s service; the man who had 
stood before all kinds of people including kings, 
preaching the Gospel — and yet he claims that he 
has not yet attained. 


To what has he not yet attained? To the fulness 
of the promise that is in the Gospel for the complete 
transformation of his personality after the likeness of 
Christ Himself. He could write to Timothy, “I know 
Whom I have believed and am persuaded that He 
is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him 
against that day” (II Tim. 1:12). But he was never 
completely satisfied about his own inner appreciation 
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of spiritual things, or the perfection of his life “in 
Christ.” He wanted Christ to dominate his life and 
that was something he strove for but it was also some- 
thing about which he could say, “not as though T had 
already attained either were already perfect.” 


That word “perfect” refers to the complete, mature 
purpose of God for us. A “perfect” man, in this sense, 
is a grown man, fully developed and mature. He is a 
human being who has attained his growth, who is in 
the prime of his spiritual life. Spiritually speaking, 
“perfect” has to do with our complete maturity in the 
Lord. 


When we first received the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour and put our trust in Him we became “babes” 
in Christ, newly “born.” That is an experience which 
happens to us but once and which never will be un- 
done. But once we are His we must “grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of Christ’ and as we grow we 
will come to know more about the Lord Jesus until we 
reach that point of spiritual maturity where the will 
of God is actually being accomplished in our lives — 
our lives are actually being lived out in the will of 
God. Then we reach the stage of “fruit bearing” to 
which the Bible refers. It is the stage of maturity 
in Christ. It would be “perfect” if the one in which 
Christ lives were totally and completely yielded to 
the indwelling Christ. But this degree of maturity 
not even the apostle was willing to claim for himself. 


BUT I FOLLOW AFTER 


Describing the pattern of his spiritual life Paul 
continues, “but I follow after...” That is to say, 
he is running in the sense that a boy runs after a 
rolling ball to catch it. He is pursuing in order to 
seize this thing. 


What thing? . if that I may apprehend that 
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” 
This rather cumbersome phrase means something like: 
“I seek to get what the Lord Jesus wants to give me.” 
Another way of putting it would be, “I am trying to 
reach the very thing (God’s will for me) which He is 
trying to reach me with.” 


I sometimes use this illustration: Living in Christ 
is something like the experience of being in a deep 
hole and reaching up with an arm to grasp the arm of 
someone who is reaching down to pull you up out of 
the hole. You are reaching up to take hold of Him 
who is reaching down to take hold of you. Now 
when you think of that handclasp you do not think 
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of your strength at all: it is His strength that lifts 
you. But even here the illustration breaks down for 
God lifts us when we are so helpless that we cannot 
even reach to clasp His hand. The principal thing 
to understand by the illustration, however, is this: in 
the Christian life we desire to receive just what Jesus 
Christ wants us to have. 


In vv. 13, 14, Paul summarizes the whole matter. 
He is saying, “I do not consider that I have reached 
God’s goal for me. I do not think that I fully under- 
stand everything that God would say to me through 
Christ. But I want to reach such an understanding, 
and I am working at it every day with all my might. 
I am like a runner in a race. Casting all other con- 
siderations aside, I am totally preoccupied with the 
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job of running as hard as I can, for the sake of the 
prize of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ.” 


That phrase “the high calling of God” could well 
have been written, “the upward calling of God.” The 
picture is not one in which I am on a lower level and 
God is calling to me from a higher level. The picture 
is rather one of the Christian life which sees God call- 
ing me to walk in His ways, to live within His will, 
and His call is so effective within me that as I live in 
Him the experience becomes one of going up, up, up. 
This happens when I am consciously yielded to Christ 
and consciously seek His will in everything. 


In this connection I would remind you that in every 
decision you make there are three possibilities. First 
(1) there is the way you would like to do this thing. 
Secondly (2) there is the way this thing ought to be 
done within the “perfect” will of God. And thirdly 
(3) there is the way you actually are able to do the 
thing, which is somewhere in between (1) and (2). 
Inevitably we do not accomplish things quite as poorly 
as if they were left entirely up to us, and we do not 
accomplish them quite as well as we ought. But 
by the grace of God within us we press toward the 
“upward calling” of His will. 


Life never remains on a perfectly even keel. Some 
days are better and some days are worse. Sometimes 
it is wp and sometimes it is down. One day we make 
a decision to please ourselves, the next day we make a 
decision which is within His will. Sometimes we even 
go up and down the same day. But by the grace of 
God, when we keep our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, “forgetting those things that are behind and 
reaching for those things that are before,” we know 
what it is to move toward spiritual maturity and that 
stage of spiritual “perfection” which some day will 
be realized in Him. 


How can we be sure that we are living “in Christ?” 
By doing what the Apostle Paul had in mind: delib- 
erately, intentionally (not counting that we have ar- 
rived) , entering into spiritual experience like a runner 
running a race, all the while keeping our mind on the 


Lord Jesus Christ. The result? (v. 21) “He will 
change our vile body that it may be fashioned like 
unto His glorious body, according to the’ working 
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto 
Himself.” 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available 
on tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., Box 7512, 
Station C, Atlanta 9, Ga. Ask for No. 60-11. (4 lessons 
on each tape, $3.00. Set of three, Nos. 60-9, 60-10, 
60-11 $9.00) . 








YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 13 


means to register his protest and change that which he 
considers wrong. Our government guarantees every 
person the right to speak and write and seek new laws. 
All of these peaceful means should be exhausted be- 
fore revolutionary methods are considered. There is 
a divine right to revolt against wrong and evil, but it 
should be claimed with the greatest of caution. More 
American Christians fail in their responsibility to sup- 
port the government than in their responsibility to 
oppose it. 

PROGRAM LEADER: There are rich blessings 
that result from paying due allegiance to our govern- 
ment. In the first place, it is the revealed will of God 
that we be loyal and obedient citizens, and we are al- 
ways blessed in obeying God. In the second place, 
faithful citizens are guaranteed and granted the basic 
liberties of life. This is especially true in our country, 
and we should be careful to see that these basic liberties 
are appreciated and preserved. In the last place, our 
government tries to restrain the forces of evil from 
without and within, and we benefit from this protec- 
tion. One of the greatest blessings we enjoy from our 
government is the carefully guarded right to worship 
and serve God. 


As a closing prayer, sing the last stanza of “America.” 














25 YEARS OF BIBLE WORK 


RICHMOND, Va. — Twenty - five 
years of service to the American Bi- 
ble Society as regional distribution 
secretary for Virginia, West Virginia 
and North Carolina will end June 30 
when the Rev. I. Stuart McElroy re- 
tires. During his time as an ABS 
officer he has been responsible for 
distribution of over nine million Bibles 
and Bible portions. 


Before joining the society in 1936, 
Mr. McElroy held pastorates in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., and was 
a missionary to Japan from 1919 to 
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1924. He is a member of Kings 
Mountain Presbytery. 


Stressing the importance of the Bi- 
ble in the Church, Mr. McElroy told 
an interviewer from a Richmond pa- 
per: “The Bible is the cutting edge 
of the Church’s frontier.” He said 
he looked upon his job “as a continua- 
tion of my missionary work.” 


Mr. McElroy and his wife (the for- 
mer Miss Alice Wilson, a niece of 
President Woodrow Wilson) were 
married in the White House in 1918. 
He was the only preacher to be mar- 
ried in the executive mansion, and 
no other weddings have been per- 
formed there since theirs. They have 
five daughters and 14 grandchildren. 


P. S. C. E. STUDENTS ELECT 


RICHMOND, Va. — Officers of the 
Student Government Association of 
the Presbyterian School of Christian 
Education for the 1961-62 school year 
are: Bill Faver, Eastover, S. C., pres- 
ident; Sally Bacon, Clearwater, Fla., 
vice-president; Pat Whitener, Char- 
lotte, N. C., secretary; and Wayne 
Jones, Mobile, Ala., treasurer. 





Main speaker at PSCE commence- 
ment exercises May 22 will be Dr. 
Rachel Henderlite, director of curric- 
ulum for the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. Baccalaureate preacher on 
May 21 will be the Rev. Robert A. 
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Potter, pastor of the First Church, 
Murphy, N. C. Sixteen men and 
thirty women are expected to gradu- 
ate. 





LOUISVILLE BREAKS GROUND 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Ground was 
broken on the new campus of Louis- 
ville Seminary at the annual meeting 
of the seminary board in April. Cost 
of the first stage of construction is 
$2.97 million. Renewed capital funds 
campaigning has started to raise the 
$1.5 million still needed. Building 
will start as soon as architects have 
completed specifications, and the move 
to the new campus is scheduled in the 
fall of 1962. 


The board elected Leland D. Schle- 
gel treasurer to succeed L. Owsley 
Haskins, who will be presented a 
distinguished service award at com- 
mencement in recognition of his serv- 
ice in that post for 20 years. 





TEXAS TO MEET 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex. — First 
Church here will be host for the an- 
nual meeting of the Synod of Texas 
May 14-16. 





SPEAK AT COLLEGES 


HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, Va. — “Shall 
We Survive?” was the topic of Dr. 
Nicholas Nyaradi, director of the 
School of International Studies at 
Bradley University and former Hun- 
garian minister of finance, when he 
spoke at Hampden - Sydney College 
in April. 





DAVIDSON, N. C. — Harvard 
astronomer Harlow Shapley discussed 
“Stars, Ethics, Survival” and “Cosmic 
Evolution” at Davidson College as the 
third lecturer in the R. J. Reynolds 
Lectureship Series. 





LAYMAN—from p. 9 


partners in the training of our youth. 
That the two are now largely divorced 
is resulting in a generation of educat- 
ed pagans — a dangerous product for 
any nation. 


Higher education is a misnomer un- 
less it points to the One who is high 


and lifted up, to the One in whom all 
true wisdom resides. 





IMMIGRATION—from p. 9 

American immigration policy. Amer- 
ica will be held up in condemnation 
before the world by a world Church 
body, aided and abetted by church- 
men from America who will be “ori- 
ented” by the “findings” of the 


Churches of America . . . although 
those “findings” are not to be taken 
as the official opinion of the Churches 
at all. 





FOR SALE — 30 handsome birch- 
wood, dark mahogany stained, curved 
church pews, approximately 22 feet 
in length. Price, $1,000, f.o.b. in a 
Virginia city. Write “Pews,” c/o the 
JOURNAL. 
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MINISTERS 

MISSIONARIES 
DIRECTORS OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


You may hear that call by— 


Facing the church’s need for workers 

Looking out. on fields white to the harvest 

Assessing your own abilities alongside the opportunities 
Hearing an inner voice saying, “You are needed.” 


“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ 


Then I said, ‘Here I am! 


Send me.’ 


And He said, ‘Go, and say to this people...’ ” 


HICHER EDUCATION 


aoe 


KEEP IT BRICHT 


Isaiah 6:8, 9a 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176. RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 


PAGE 17 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 10, 1961 








Fh ing on §/i961 

DR. BOB PIERCE. President 

WORLD VISION, INC., 
Box 0, Pasadena, Calif. 


or World Vision of Canada. 
Box 181-K, Toronto, Ontario, Ca 












Will the Bible itself be the center of your 
Vacation Bible School? Or will handwork, field 
trips and other activities compete for the 
attention and affection of the children? 


Concern for the child and his interest is vital 
in an effective VBS program, but it should not 
overshadow the desire to impart the saving 
knowledge of God's Word. The Bible and its 
message — the child and his needs —- both 
are essential to give purpose to VBS. 


Your VBS gains perspective with materials that 
maintain balance between emphasis on the Bible 
and concern for the child. GREAT COMMISSION 
materials guarantee a program with depth by 
providing two lessons each day to present fully 
the heart of the gospel story. Breadth is also 
assured with handwork and activities completely 
correlated to the Bible lessons. 


Send today for your FREE VBS Catalog 
Complete Sample Kits $3.95 ppd. 








ti an tri area 
| GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS, Dept. F | 
7401 Old York Road, Phila. 26, Pa. 
| Kindly RUSH the following to me: | 
| C Free VBS Catalog for 1961 | 
| (1 Sample Kit at $3.95 postpaid 
| Name ....... | 
| Address | 
(ewes State | 





THING TO REMEMBER: Christ Jesus has all power. 


saith the Lord, Let my —. __. _- __ __ __ go.” 





| Childuen’ 's Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
JOSEPH, JOB, AND MOSES 


9. God Sends the Plagues 


DO YOU KNOW—Wbo sent the plagues? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: 


WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about the source of the 


Exodus 7:4-5; 7:17; 10:20. 


plagues? 


Mat- 
thew 28:19. 


PHARAOH IS CRUEL TO THE HEBREW PEOPLE 


Exodus 5:1-2,18. Moses and ____ ___ __ __ told Pharaoh, “Thus 


Pharaoh answered, 
“Who is the Lord? I know __ __ __ the Lord, neither will 
PI nities oe anne go.” Pharaoh was angry, and took the 
etiam iamcae away, but ordered the people to make as many 


sie Salil es St as before. 
GOD SENDS PLAGUES UPON EGYPT 
Read Exodus, chapters 7 - 19. 
































The nine plagues are in the puzzle. Find them. 
Binding —_ 4. 7. 
y 5. — 8. : 
3 6. 9 
B| ti‘ COI 
L|I|C\E| |F/R|0|G|S| 
0! lc] _—‘{H| 
Oo; _—_s {MJ UR RIA|TIIN| 
D/A|R|K|N|E|S|S| | I | ‘ 
|t| |FILI|I\E|S| 
B/O|I/L/S! 
* * 8 8 & 
These plagues showed that __ __ __ is the Lord. 


+ + S$ & F 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Who said, “Be sure your sin 
will find your out?”” (Look up Numbers 32: 20-23.) 


(Adapted from “Joseph, Job, and Moses,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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Your will can help support 
World Missions 


Long after you are gone, your will can provide help to people in 
other countries around the world — people who might never be 
reached by the Gospel were it not for your thoughtfulness and genuine 
Christian concern. 


By including a bequest to the Board of World Missions, you can 
make your will an instrument of Christian evangelism. Many mem- 
bers of our Church have taken this opportunity to help sustain the 
work of Foreign Missions. 


If you wish to make such a bequest, we recommend that you have 
your own lawyer draw your will or make any desired changes. We 
will be glad to send you our folders on wills, containing a suggested 
form of bequest. Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BoaRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


7 


“To Forergu Missions a Share’ 
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W. G. Wood, from Low Moor, Va., 
to Due West, S. C. 

George R. Cousar, from Richmond, 
Va., to the Bishopville, S. C., 
church. 

F. Marion Dick, from Charlotte 
Court House, Va., to Route 1, 
Brookneal, Va. 

L. T. Edgerton, from Concord, N. 
C., to Whitsett, N. C., Springwood 
church. 

Richard A. Curnow, Charlotte, N. 
C., has been called to the Jackson 
Street church, Alexandria, La. 
Herbert Bailey, from Laurens, S. C., 
to the Cliffwood church, Augusta, 
Ga. 

Ernest Marvin Bradford, received 
from the Baptist denomination, has 
taken up work at the First, Cousar 
Memorial and Mt. Pisgah churches, 
Hartsville, S. C. 

Frank S. Johnston, formerly pastor 
of the Griers and Pleasant Grove 
churches, Leasburg, N. C., has been 
retired. 

L. A. Beckman, Jr., has resigned 
as executive secretary of Savannah 
Presbytery and accepted a call to 
the pastorate of the New Augusta 
and Vernal churches, New Augusta, 
Miss. 





LETTERS 
A LETTER TO SEMINARIANS 


I should like to address a remark 
to graduating seminarians, reminding 
them of the necessity to make full 
preparation for their examinations be- 
fore the presbytery. Our experience 
here in Norfolk has not been altogeth- 
er rewarding except where the man 
has worked with the presbytery’s com- 
mittee, taken time, and really pre- 
pared, and, of course, spoken out his 
own convictions. 


I think the Seniors would do well 
to read section 23 of the Book of 
Church Order, with attention to Par. 
116. They also should know that a 
thesis is a scholarly work, not a pa- 
per, and this presbytery goes by Web- 
ster’s definition of a thesis. 


And foremost, they need to know 
the Bible, the principal teachings of 
the various books. It is alarming 
when a seminary graduate admits not 
having read some book of the Bible 
and also shows a lack of familiarity 
with others. 


I would suggest that the graduating 
seminarian not apply for member- 
ship, ordination, quickly after coming 
on the field. I think he would do well 
to meet with the committee on ex- 
aminations, let them go over the whole 
with him, give him some instruction 
for preparation. The examination is 
very important. To stand a good ex- 
amination, one in which there is knowl- 
edge, a fine spirit, and conviction that 
the Standards of the Church speak 
the mind of the candidate immediate- 
ly makes for the new man a warm 
and confident place in the hearts of 
his fellow presbyters. 


—wW. J. B. Livingston, Th.D. 
Hampton, Va. 





QUESTIONS ORDINATION TIMING 


Why are candidates for the min- 
istry examined after they have re- 
ceived a call to a church? To put 
the question in another way, does not 
the constitution of the (United) Pres- 
byterian Church, which requires that 
a candidate have a call to a specific 
work before he is examined and or- 
dained, undercut the very meaning of 
the examination? 


As I see it, an examination which 
follows a call is so much constitutional 
“red tape.” To fail a man who has 
already accepted a call, and in a con- 
siderable number of instances is al- 
ready on the field by the time his ex- 
amination takes place, is almost un- 
thinkable. Charity forbids a nega- 
tive vote. The committee on candi- 
dates has its hands tied. The exami- 
nation can be a useful means of evalu- 
ating what a candidate knows, but the 
conditions under which he is examined 
somewhat preclude the possibility of 
failure. No one wants to see a candi- 
date or the church that has enthusiasti- 
cally called him lose face... 


A better procedure might be to ex- 
amine the candidates at the conclusion 
of the first semester of their Senior 
year in seminary. Only during the 
final semester, after the examination 
has been sustained, would a church be 
allowed to negotiate with a candidate. 
Would not such a plan prevent a good 
bit of embarrassment? 


—(Rev.) Dennis Shoemaker 
Greencastle, Ind. 


Various presbyteries seek to meet 
the problems raised in this letter in 
various ways. We do know, personal- 
ly, of presbyteries that have sent grad- 
uates back to seminary after they have 
graduated, for more work. We will 
be glad to print suggestions submitted 
in answer to this letter.—Ed. 





ENDORSES ‘ANOTHER PROPOSAL’ 


This proposal pleases me, if it means 
that we ought to remain as we are for 
the present, but to make ready for 
such a move if the Blake proposal goes 
through, as I do not believe it will in 
the foreseable future. 


—(Dr.) Andrew W. Blackwood 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


See Editorial, “Whither PRESBY- 
TERIANISM?” p. 8. 





ASSEMBLY—from p. | 


bly to: (1) limit its participation in 
NCC to those cooperative enterprises 
which sovereign and _ independent 
Churches can accomplish better togeth- 
er than separately and without prej- 
udice to the denomination’s Reformed 
and Evangelical testimony; (2) dis- 
approve the general and indiscriminate 
use of the study, program and other 
resource material from NCC; and (8) 
disassociate itself from any pro- 
nouncement or policy of the NCC to 
the General Assembly has not given 
its particular consent. 


Another resolution, introduced by 
Samuel H. Zealy, also of Mecklen- 
burg, requested the Assembly to ap- 
prove the high excellence of the pro- 
gram of the Boy Scouts of America. 


In connection with opening exercises 
19 fraternal delegates from sister and 
daughter Churches were introduced. 
Also presented were seven former 
moderators of the Assembly. Some 
1¢ communications were read and re- 
ferred to committees. 


The traditional pre-Assembly con- 
ference on Evangelism closed Thurs- 
day after registering a record num- 
ber of participants. Its speakers in- 
cluded Albert C. Winn, Wallace Als- 
ton, George H. Vick, Ben L. Rose and 
William B. Ward. 


Retiring moderator Marion Boggs, 
in his sermon at the opening session, 
preached on the heritage and mission 
of the Church. Heritage, he said, “is 
turning our eyes to the past,’ while 
mission is “turning our eyes to the 
future.” 
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